Avalanche Risk Management |

Glacier National Par!



Introduction

e Describe the avalanche prob!
* Introduce you to the avalanche pi
* Describe some of the challenges:



* Terrain
* Climate

* Exposure



Terrain

e Part of the Columbia
mountain ranae
* SteepV-shaped valleys

e Vertical relief up to
1800m

* Multiple start zones

* Sections affected by
overlapping paths

* 134 paths over zakm
road















Rogers Pass Avalanche Control Pr



























Avalanche Notices Issued by Glacier National Park:

Mo Form in Effect | Routine Operations, Road is Open with normal winter protocols

Yellow Form This i1s an Alert Notice and indicates an elevated avalanche danger

Orange Form This 1s a Hazard Notice and represents a higher avalanche danger than
a Yellow Form’ in fact is the highest level on an open road.

This notice designates that A}-z:alanche Control is taking place or about
to begin soon.
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* Increasing traffic volumes
e Hici
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* Increasing traffic volumes
* Moved to “cc
approac
* Work closel
neighbours and
* Single longer
Revelstoke to
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Goals:
* Reduce risk to traffic
* Improve efficiency

* Minimize operational
costs



D ~

Cougar Corner 6, 7, 8 Snownets
* Problematic paths

* Largestsnow net project in western
hemisphere

* Added catchment at base of 7and 8
e Very effective



D ~

Mounds Stopping Dam
* Annual glide crack avalanches



D A~

Mounds Stopping Dam

* Engineeredto hold 1:30
year event

e Held significant avalanche
in April 2022 during record
Snow year



D ~

RACS

e Locations selected with goal to
reduce highway closure times

* Installed 5 Wyssen towers- east end

* Installed 5 Avalanche Guard towers —
west end

* Mixed results achieving goals
° No le



|

* Increased backcountry visitation- challenges to the Winter
Permit System
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